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HENRY HOPE LECTURES 


Chapter Dinner Meeting in Rackham Building, Lecture at Detroit Institute of Art 


“Louis Sullivan and the Art of his Time” was the subject of a lecture by Dr. Henry Hope, Professor of 
Art and Chairman of the Fine Arts Department at Indiana University, at The Detroit Institute of Arts, Thurs- 
day Evening, April 15. The lecture, under the auspices of the Metropolitan Art Association, of Detroit, was 
timed to emphacize the exhibition of Sullivan’s work at the Institute of Arts, loaned by the Institute of Mod- 


ern Art of Boston. 


Dr. Hope was guest at the dinner 
meeting of the Detroit Chapter, A.LA. 
at the Rackham Building, on the eve- 
ning of his lecture. Before adjourning 
to the lecture hall, Dean Wells Ben- 
nett, Chapter President, recognized and 
welcomed two members of the Saginaw 
Valley Chapter, who were guests. They 
were Fred Beckbissinger and LaVern 
Nelsen, The latter is Secretary of the 
Saginaw Valley Chapter, A.A. 

The President also introduced Dr. 
Hope, who said a few words to the 
architects, The speaker said that he 
became interested in Sullivan’s work 
by reading some of his books. “Your 
work only becomes important to me 
after you have died”, he concluded. 

President Bennett announced that 
the next Chapter meeting will be held 
in Ann Arbor on May 19, a dinner at 
the Michigan Union. This is the Chap- 
ter’s annual joint meeting with the 
Student Branch of the Chapter, at 
which the Chapter award for scholar- 
ship in the College of Architecture and 
design is made. Cornelius L, T. Gabler, 
Chapter Treasurer and former Major 
in the U.S. marine Corps, Strategic 
Bombing Service, will show lantern 
slides of pictures taken while on his 
tour of duty in the Pacific. Ladies are 
cordially invited. 

At the Board meeting preceding the 
April 15 dinner meeting, a Zoning 
Committee, to cooperate with the De- 
troit City Plan Commission, was ap- 
pointed. It consists of Arthur K. Hyde, 
Chairman, Suren Pilafian and Alex 
Linn Trout. 


At the lecture, Dr. Hope was intro- 
duced by Mr. Hawkins Ferry, Presi- 
dent of the Metropolitan Art Asso 
tion, who outlined some of the Asso- 
ciation’s activities during the season 
just passed. He expressed appreciation 
to the groups who have cooperated, in- 
cluding the architects. 

Dr. Hope gave a most interesting 
lecture, illustrated with slides of Mr. 
Sullivan’s work, and some of other 
architects, used for purposes of illustra- 
tion. Many of those attending the lec- 
ture had viewed the exhibition then 
current at the Art Institute, which gave 
an added understanding of the work 
of this great architect. The lecture and 
the exhibit emphacized the tremendous 
influence Sullivan has had on the ar- 
chitecture of today. The very name of 
what we call today the “functional 


style” is derived from Sullivan’s major 
principle of design, “Form follows 
Function.” 

Sullivan developed this principle in 
his fight for a living architecture. He 
felt that an architecture derived from 
historic styles was dead and an out- 
growth of man’s distrust in his own 
creative powers. He thought it an ex- 
pression of surviving feudalism, of a 
mentality of fear. 

This great master of his art, like 
other prophets, had to endure a period 
of oblivion, though he regained his 
rightful place in later years. He is now 
regarded as one of America’s great ar- 
chitects, perhaps the greatest of the 
19th Century. The speaker set straight 
some of the most frequent misconcep- 
tions of Sullivan’s architecture. These 

(See Page 2) 


Dinner Meeting, Detroit Chapter 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
ANN ARBOR, WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1948 
Board Meeting, Architecture Bldg., 4:30 p.m. 


Dinner, Michigan Union, 6:45 p. m., Program 8:00 p. m. 
SUBJECT: “Some News and Views of the By-Passed Islands in the Pacific.” 
SPEAKER: CORNELIUS L. T. GABLER, A.LA,, Treasurer, Detroit Chapter, and 
former Major in the U.S. Marine Corps, Strategic Bombing Service. 
Mr. Gabler will show slides, most of which are in color, of interesting features 
taken on his tour of duty in the Pacific during World War H. 


This is the Chapter’s annual joint meeting with its U. of M. Student Branch, 
at which the Chapter’s award for outstanding scholarship in the College of Archi- 


tecture and Design is made. 


Ladies are cordially invited. 
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were based on the desire of recent ob- 
servers to emphacize those character- 
istics of Sullivan's functionalism which 
contributed to the naked antiornamen- 
tal functionalism of the 1920's. Hope 
makes it quite clear how important 
ornament was to Sullivan as “the more 
mobile, delicate and sumptious expres- 
sion of the creative impulse.” But, like 
everything else in Sullivan’s work, 


or- 
nament had to be creative, not a repe- 
tition of motives borrowed from his- 


toric styles. 

The lecture and exhibition provoked 
a new appreciation of this least-ap- 
preciated side of Sullivan’s genius. His 
ornament is based on nature, on the 
endless variety and richness of botani- 
cal forms with which he was familie 
as a nature-lover, and as a scientist 
who “botanized and mineralized with 
incessant ardor.” 


The foundation of this interest was 
laid in Moses Woolson’s class in Bos- 
ton’s English High School, which Sul- 
livan attended in 1870-71. Sullivan 
gives credit to Woolson’s “genius as a 
teacher” for having turned “a crudely 
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promising boy into, so to speak, a men- 
tal athlete.” Woolson was himself a 
great nature-lover, and botany was one 
of his favorite subjects. Sullivan induc- 
ed Asa Gray of Harvard, whose “School 
and Field Book of Botany” he used, to 
come to class occasionally to “talk bo- 
tany to the boys. 

Sullivan’s nature studies carried not 
only into his creation of ornament; in- 
deed, his idea that “function created 
or organized its form”, which he ap- 
plied to architecture, was derived from 
his studies of botany, of “forms of life 
and the aspects of life's urging, called 
functions.” 

Sullivan's greatest contribution as 
an architectural thinker is the founda- 
tion he laid for a new esthetic theory 
which stipulated “that architecture in 


its material nature is a plastic art.” It 
took him a lifetime to discover this 
truth. As a boy about the age of 12, 


he talked to a building foreman who 
enlightened him first on what an ar- 
chitect was, and, when further ques- 
tioned by the boy as to how an archi- 
tect made the outside of a building, 
the foreman said, “Why, he made it 
out of his head, and he had books be- 
sides.” Already, at this early age, the 
“books besides” repelled Sullivan, be- 
cause he anybody could do thal 4 
But the “made out of his head” 
nated him. When he studied at “1 
in Boston, he traced the five orders 
and was told that the orders were clas- 
sic, which implied an arrival at the 
goal of Platonic perfection of ideas. 
From “The Autobiography of an 
Idea” we learn that Sullivan was not 
given to that kind of faith. His faith 
lay in the oft-seen creative power of 
man. His faith, indeed, lay in freedom. 
These rigid “orders” seemed to say, 
“The book is closed, art shall die.” 


It is quite natural that a mind like 
this should be attracted by the great 
engineering works of the day. One of 
these engineering works was C. Shaler 
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Smith’s cantilever bridge 
chasm of the Kentucky Riv 
of science without conc 
form in the wilderness.” 
up his interest at this time: “The chief 
engineers became his heroes; they 
loomed above other men. The positive 
quality of their minds agreed with the 
aggressive quality of his own.” And in 
a more revealing statement, Hope says, 
“At last he began to recognize as dom- 
inant the will of the creative dreamer; 
he who pocessed the power of vision 
needed to harness imagination, to har- 
ness the intellect, to make science do 
his will, to make emotions serve him.” 


over 


REMOVAL 


John L. Pottle, A.L.A., announces the 


removal of his offices to 15324 Mack 
Avenue. This is in Grosse Pointe but 
the mailing address is Detroit 24. 15324 


is between Lakepoint and Barham Ave- 
nues, on the south side of Mack Avenue, 
which is the dividing line between 


Grosse Pointe Park and Detroit. 


The telephone number remains the 
same—TUxedo 1-2988. 
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Wilshire Motor Sales Co., Inc., Detroit, Mich. 


Show Window and 


Show Room is a striking feature 


Combined 


of Wilshire Motors Sales & Service 
building at 12603 Dexter Boulevard 
in Detroit. 

Its Decor was worked out to give 
an Atmosphere of Strength and 
Grandeur. 


“The Success of Any Building Depends So Much on Such Cooperation” 
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pertment of the Wilshire Sales and 


Service Building. 


For Economy of Operation, and 
Comfort of Staff and 
Patrons, separate Heating Plants 
were installed for Service Portion 
and Office Section. 


to Insure 
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New Building for Wilshire Motor Sales, Inc. 


At Dexter Blvd. and Fullerton 
Ave., Detroit 


LOUIS G. REDSTONE, A.I.A., 


Architect 
By deviating from the ordinary type 
of automotive sales and service station, 


I strove to design one that would give a 
new and stimulating approach to the 
problem of rendering sales-service 
buildings both functional and appeal- 
ing to the eye, 

The focus of attention in this design is 
directed to the sweep of the circular 
corner show window. The wall facing 
Dexter was slanted back toward the 
show room to give an unobstructed view 
for display purposes. The division be- 
tween the display and service depart- 
ments is achieved by means of a ver- 
tical sign extending from the decora- 
tive flower box to twice the height of 
the building. This type of sign (which 
is yet to be completed) is framed struc- 
turally as an integral part of the build- 
ing. 

In order to get the desired results, it 
was necessary to study carefully and 
thoroughly the requirements of sales 
and service, in close cooperation with 
the Central Service Division of the 
Chrysler Corporation, who was most 
helpful in the matter. In this way, the 
floor plan affords the most efficient 
answer to the dealer’s need 

The interior of the building is as func- 
tional as its exterior. The cashier’s of- 


fice is centrally located with direct ac- 
cess to the offices and to the service 
and parts departments. The closing 
room are just off the hall, to insure 
privacy. The main show room also ser- 
ves as a waiting room for customers of 
the service department. Its decor 


Splayed Exterior Front Wall af- 
fords Protection from Weather, 
Permits Wider View of Show Win- 


dow. 


worked out to 
strength and gr 

For economy of operation, two ty] 
of heating are used. The main serv 
and repair department has hot wa 
heating with its own separate hot wa 
boiler. The office section has forc 
hot air with a gas-fired unit. The re 
on for two plants is that the offices 
quire heating in the late spring a 
early fall when the service departme 
does not 

Lighting throughout is fluoresce 
except for the cove lighting in the sh 
room, which is of cold cathode tubil 

I take this opportunity to thank 
those who worked with me on the pı 
ject, for the success of any building € 
pends so much on such cooperation 


ve an atmosphere 
andeur. 


Night View of Curved Window 


Show Room. 


A Dramatic Effect is Achieved, 
with excellent Vision from all Di- 


rections. 


Shown at Right is a Group taken 
at the Michigan Society of Archi- 
tects Thirty-Fourth Annual Con- 
vention, at Hotel Statler in Detroit, 
March 4 and 5, 1948. 

From Left to Right: E. G. Bush 
President of the Builders’ and 
Traders’ Exchange, of Detroit 

Walter Torbet, of the Michigan 
Building Industry Banquet Com- 


mittee 


Governor Kim Sigler, Principal 


Speaker at the Banquet 


Adrian N. Langius, President of 


the Society 


Edwin J. Brunner, Secretary- 


Manager of the Exchange 
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INFORMATION COMMITTEE 


The active help of the 7,500,000 in- 
dividuals who have a personal stake 
in the construction industry must be 
enlisted to assist in telling the public 
the story of the industry’s remarkable 
accomplishments in providing housing 
and other structures since the end of 
the war, David S. Miller, president of 
The Producers’ Council says. 

“It is imperative that the public be 
told about the industry’s record in 
order to offset the mistaken impression 
that construction has lagged behind 
other industries in postwar expansion,” 
Mr. Miller d. 

“An abundance of facts with which 
to document the industry's progress 
will be made available to individuals 
engaged in building by the Construc- 
tion Industry Information Committee 
and other industry organizations. 

“The CIIC will issue a series of fac- 
tual economic studies which will es- 
tablish the accomplishments of the in- 
dustry as a whole. These will be sent 
to editors who influence public opin- 
ion, and to all building industry organ- 
izations. 

In addition, the Committee will pre- 
pare a series of pamphlets addressed to 
individuals in each major branch of 
the industry, relating the facts about 
progress the industry is making in ex- 
panding the volume of building, in- 
creasing efficiency, reducing building 
costs, shortening building time, and in- 
creasing materials production, 

“Up to the present time, the spotlight 
has been turned on the shortage of 
housing and the scarcities of some ma- 
terials, and on the industry’s handi- 
caps. The time has come to tell the 
other side of the story. 

“Everyone engaged in the industry 
should help to tell that story. A better 
understanding of the progress being 
made in supplying construction needs 
means a more stable industry in the 
future and steadier employment for 
those in the industry.” 
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LLOYD WILLIAMS HAS 
INTERESTING LINE 


Lloyd Williams, formerly of Ohio 
Rubber Company, is now located in the 
Donovan Building, 2457 Woodward 
Ave., Detroit, where he represents a 
number of manufacturers, supplying 
the Detroit Trade. 

Lloyd is a brother of our David H 
Williams, Jr., President of George D. 
Mason & Co., and also Vice-president 
of the Detroit Chapter, A-LA, 

The only item Lloyd carries, of in- 
terest to architects, is Rubatex Insula- 
tion, and a wonderful product it is. 
has been specified by the offi 
Albert Kahn Associated Architects and 
Engineers, Inc., and a number of other 
offices throughout the state. 
~Rubatex, with a density of 4% 
pounds per cubic foot, has a K factor 
as low as 0.21. The unique cellular con- 
struction of this rubber product makes 
it one of the most efficient on the mar- 
ket, and the cost is in line with com- 
petative materials. 

It is made in large or small sheets 
from one inch to six inches thick. It 
is ideal for roof decks. 

The telephone number of Williams 
Equipment and Supply Co., is WOod- 
ward 5-0577. 


GUS O'DELL IS BACK 


O’Dell, A.LA. of the 
Detroit firm of O'Dell, Hewlett & 
Luckenbach recently returned from 
Florida, where he had been on an ex- 
tended vacation, Upon his return he was 
confined to the hospital for a short 
period but is now at home again in the 
Whittier Apartment-Hotel. 
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PLASTEGIAZE 


Plasti-Glaze, the Post- 
ù War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify, Made 
from bodied oils and 
special pigments 
Weatherometer tests 
prove that Plasti-Glaze 
when properly applied 
and maintained wil! 
last as long as the 
sash, Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove. 
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FOR LONG LIFE, WEATHER AND AIR-TIGHT 
GI AZING USE AMERICA'S LEADING GLAZ- 
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ANNOUNCING 


The establishment of the FIRST 
“ONE-STOP” masonry supply center 
in Michigan. 

Effective immediately we are pre- 


pared and equipped to supply your re- 
quirements of: Ready Mixed Concrete, 
Concrete Blocks, Brixment, Sewer Pipe 
and Fittings, Drain Tile and Fittings, 
Flue Lining, Angle Iron, Dome Dam- 
pers, Heatilators, Sand, Gravel, Glass 
Blocks, Crab Orchard Stone, and all 
other masonry supplies. 

In line with “The House Of Kurtz” 
policy to give Builders “SERVICE— 
CONSTANTLY IMPROVED”, we feel 
this enlarged service will be appre- 
ciated. 

This is another “First for Kurtz.” 
The popularity of our now FAMOUS 
KURTZ OHIO HARD SHALE FACE 
BRICK proves to us that QUALITY 
and SERVICE pays. That's why we 
carry in our Detroit Yards the largest 
stock of face brick in the State of 
Michigan and the reason we established 
a fleet of Diesel Powered Trains (capa- 
ble of delivering 12,000 bricks or more 
at one time) to make daily trips from 
our Ohio Kilns direct to the job site 
in Detroit. 

“If the Mountain won't come to Mo- 
hammed—Mohammed will go to the 
Mountains,” has been interpreted lit- 
erally and we have virtually moved 
our FAMOUS KURTZ OHIO HARD 
SHALE FACE BRICK plants to De- 
troit for your benefit. This attractive 
colorful uniform brick priced at from 
$41.00 to $55.00 per thousand is QUAL- 
ITY PLUS at bargain pric 

Remember Kurtz’ slogan: ERVICE 
—CONSTANTLY IMPROVED.” This 
additional service for you, the builder, 
is another proof of our sincerity of pur- 
pose. We shall always LEAD—never 
follow. Ride with the LEADER.— 
KURTZ BRICK CO. 14183 Wyoming 
Ave., Detroit. 
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W. H. ANDERSON CO, INC. 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


ANY announces the re-opening of the 
Wyandot Brick Plant at Upper Sandus- 
ky, Ohio. 

The Claycraft Company has com- 
pletely remodeled the plant during the 
past three years, and is now produc- 
ing the same iety of colors as were 
made in the past. 

The most popular of these were 
Buck-skins, Kingswood Range, Elms, 
Sarouks, Old Colony, Moss Rose and 
mixtures of these ranges. 

Samples and further information will 
be furnished on request. 
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The Michigan Construction Outlook 


An address by Marvin J. Brokaw, Detroit district manager, F. W. Dodge Corporation, 
before the Michigan Society of Architects Convention, Detroit. on March Sth, 1948 


As the year 1947 drew to a close, 


construction activity in Michigan as 


measured by contracts awarded was running at about 6 per cent above the 
level of the previous year. This increase was about 2 per cent higher than in 
most other regions of the country. This meant Michigan had a total construc- 
tion volume of 422 million dollars, the largest dollar volume in its history. 


The conclusion to be drawn was that 
Michigan was more than holding its 
own. 

This is confirmed by January’s ex- 
perience, when contracts shot up more 
than 80 per cent over January of last 
year, against a national average in- 
crease of about 8 per cent. 

In analyzing January’s phenomenal 
gains, we find that contract awards for 
that month over the previous January 
for nonresidential building were up 
about two and a half times, and resi- 
dential contract volume up more than 
80 per cent. It was only in heavy en- 
gineering works that a decline was 
noted at all, and this amounted to 29 
per cent. It is seen, therefore, that we 
are off to a good start toward a half 
billion dollar volume in this state this 
year. 

The official estimates of our corpora- 
tion, made for the thirty-seven states 
east of the Rocky Mountains, indicate 
an over-all increase of about 7 per cent 
this year over last in contract volume. 
If this holds good for our state it is not 
improbable that the half billion dollar 
volume will be attained in 1948. 

It is an easy thing to pick a figure 
out of a hat and say this represents the 
increase for this year. Our home office, 
however, puts a great deal of analyti- 
cal effort into its estimates of construc- 
tion, and because these have been 
proved to be pretty fair indexes of 
anticipated volume, many persons in 
the industry have come to rely on them. 

There is one recent development 
which bears watching, and that is the 


trend of general commodity prices. We 
have witnessed the recent declines in 
these prices. In the spring of last year 
there was hope that a reasonable de- 
gree of stabilization of commodity 
prices and construction costs had been 
reached. This short three-month period 
of moderately declining commodity 
prices and construction costs was also 
a period of moderate slowdown in con- 
tract letting. It is too early to say 
whether a similar pattern will be fol- 
lowed if commodity prices continue 
downward. Some prospective builders 
may decide to wait in the hope that 
costs will decline. 


Among current uncertainties as to 
prices and construction costs two con- 
clusions stand out clearly: (1) construc- 
tion costs will remain substantially 
above prewar levels for an extended 
period of time and (2) current con- 
struction costs contain certain factors 
which, being abnormal and temporary, 
are likely to disappear at comparative- 
ly early dates. Since the rise in con- 
struction costs part of the general war 
and postwar price inflation which per- 
vades the entire national economy, it 
is necessary to view construction costs 
in relation to the general trend of com- 
modity prices and wages. Most recent 
index figures indicate building mate- 
rials prices are just about double those 
of prewar. 


Labor costs in construction opera- 
tions have increased appreciably, both 
in terms of increased wage scales and 


reduced productivity. A 50 per cent 
increase in hourly rates coupled with 
a 25 per cent reduction in productivity 
would result in a doubling of labor 
costs. Hourly rates have actually risen 
more than 50 per cent on the average. 
While there are no over-all statistics 
on which productivity can be measured 
on a nation-wide scale, it seems to be 
generally believed that productivity is 
down about a third, rather than the 
one quarter cited in the hypothetical 
case just given. On the whole, labor 
costs of most current construction op- 
erations is probably more than double 
the labor cost of similar prewar pro- 
jects. 

To the extent that reduced produc- 
tivity results from lowered morale of 
construction workers, the situation par- 
allels a condition that has been wide- 
spread among wage earners generally, 
including factory workers and clerical 
workers. Under conditions of full em- 
ployment, there are no compelling in- 
centives to maximum productivity. 
Under conditions of material shortages 
and irregular deliveries, a considerable 
degree of inefficiency is unavoidable. 
Construction management itself, grown 
accustomed to a certain laxity under 
wartime cost-plus contract arrange- 
ments, has been partially responsible 
for lowered productivity. One factor 
in the picture of reduced construction 
productivity is more or less peculiar 
to the construction industry, namely, 
the aging of construction workers, Men 
in their fifties and sixties cannot be 
expected to do as much manual work 
per day as men in their twenties, thir- 
ties and forties. Recruitment of new 
construction workers and training in 
construction skills has not been pro- 
ceeding fast enough to meet the needs 
of the situation. 

Construction costs have risen less 
than the cost of food. They have risen 
somewhat less than have the average 
incomes of the American people. Ac- 
cording to the U.S. Department of 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Commerce, average income paid out to 
individuals was 109 per cent greater 
in 1946 than it was in 1940. A similar 
comparison between 1939 and 1947 
would show a somewhat larger per- 
centage rise. 

It is evident from these price com- 
parisons that, while construction costs 
have been highly spotlighted in public 
discussions, they are not abnormal for 
an inflationary period, nor out of line 
with the most important other infla- 
tionary increases. 

For an appraisal of current infla- 
tionary trends, we conducted an opin- 
ion survey among leading economists 
last October. One hundred replies were 
received from economists in industry, 
commercial organizations, financial in- 
stitutions and universities. While wide 
variations of opinion were expressed 
regarding the economic outlook, there 
seemed to be something like a general 
consensus. 

The economists expect stabilization 
of wholesale commodity prices at a 
level approximately 70 per cent over 
the 1939 average. To reach this would 
require a decline of almost 20 per cent 
from the present level. As to the tim- 
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ing of commodity price stabilization, 
there was the widest possible variety 
of answers, ranging from now up to 
some time in 1951. The median date 
among all the answers to this question 
was the spring of 1949. While such a 
survey yields no absolute guide to fu- 
ture trends, a consensus of informed 
opinion should enable us to make rather 
better guesses as to the future than we 
could otherwise make. 

The suggestion that wholesale com- 
modity prices will stabilize at a level 
close to 70 per cent above the 1939 
prompts an inquiry as to whether con- 
struction costs may stabilize at some- 
thing near the same level. It is not a 
foregone conclusion that they will. 
After World War I and after the post- 
war inflation and deflation, wholesale 
commodity prices stabilized within a 
range of 45 to 50 per cent over prewar, 
while construction costs stabilized at 
approximately double prewar. 

However, there are some good rea- 
sons at the present time for thinking 
of 70 per cent over prewar as a figure 
around which construction costs may 
According to Boeckh’s index, 
s of commercial, factory and 
apartment buildings are in the range 
of 65 to 70 per cent over prewar. These 
index numbers are, in a sense, theoret- 
ical, since they take into account quoted 
prices of the principal materials, offi- 
cial wage scales and customary build- 
er’s overhead and profit. They do not 
include the abnormal premium prices 
paid for many of the important mate- 
rial and labor components of total cost 
which are present in today’s shortage 
market. It may be assumed that 15 
per cent or even more should be added 
to the cost figures shown by such index 

(See BROKAW—Page 6) 


Viking Sprinkler Company 


Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 
Also a Complete Line of Pre-Action Devices 


1-9604 Detroit 1 j 


TE. 


PMS MMT NL UL LL LL e 
a d 8-668! TOwnsend 8-6540 


MAURICE V. ROGERS CO. 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


B839 Collingwood Ave. Detroit 2, Michigan= 
S S S LLL EES A S TALLIN 


: 
| 


| JOHN H. FREEMAN 


FINISH HARDWARE 


Architects Bldg. 


Phone 
TEmple 1-6760 


Detroit 1 


| Members American Society Architectural 


Hardware Consultants 


Walter L. Couse & Co. 


GENERAL BUILDERS 


12740 Lyndon Ave. VE. 8-0660—1-2-3 
DETROIT 27, MICHIGAN 


Koenig Coal & Supply Co. 
ji CERTIFIED CONCRETE | 
| CONCRETE — FUEL OIL — COAL} 


| Main Office: 1485 Gratiot Ave. CAdillac 1584 | 


"OVER 65 YEARS'' 


Robert Hutton & Co., Inc. 
ROOFING and SHEET METAL 
CONTRACTORS 

622 FORT ST., E. RAndolph 1073 

fone annann 
= UNiversity 2-3413 

Darin & Armstron 

INCORPORATED 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


011 FENKELL AVENUE 


H. H. DICKINSON CO. 


COMPLETE BUILDERS SUPPLIES 
Armored Concrete Curbing 
Master Builders Products 
HEATILATORS — ASPHALTS 
5785 Hamilton Avenue MAdison 4950 


VErmont 6-5500 | 
9303 Hubbelll 
Detroit 28)! 


Portable 
Air 


All Accessories Furnished 
60 to 500 cu. ft. — By Day, Week or Month 
W. H. ANDERSON CO, INC. 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


DUNN 
BLUE PRINT CO. 


Branch 
16557 JAS. COUZENS HWY. 
UNiversiry 1-5512 


Main Office 
5920 SECOND AVE. 
MAdison 2125 


Detroit 


Above is view of exterior taken from KUHNE-SIMMONS, CO., INC., 
Lakepointe Avenue. MALCOMSON, FOWLER and 


HAMMOND, INC. 


Saw-tooth plan affords maximum light Atchitects Below: Another View of Exterior, this 
in Kindergarten. 


General Contractors 


one from Roxbury Avenue. 


room, an ap- 


At Left: Multi-purpose 
name for thi 


play room 


g arem, ast 


propriate 
as a gymmasium and lunch 


room 


ches fold into v all 


Metal tables © nd ben 


Building To À Satisfactory Completion” 
CTRIC CO. RESTRICK LUMBER COMPANY 
Specifications Exactly Followed 


“United In Bringing The 


AMERICAN ROOFING COMPANY JACKSON ELE 
Roofing & Sheet Metal Electrical Contractors 
2148 GRATIOT AVE., DETROIT 1 Lo 7-2000 2425 GRAND RIVER AYE., DETROIT 1 CH. 8386 14400 WYOMING AVE: 5 HO. 430 WA 5-0500 
KUHNE-SIMMONS CO.. INC. DEC 

BELDEN-STARK BRICK GOMPANT General Contractors SCHIEBER MFG. CO: 

y 1300 PENOBSCOT BLOG., DETROIT 26 CA. 8147 In-Wall Folding Metal Tables & Benches 

with Battleship Linoleum Tops 
12720 BURT ROAD DETROIT 23 KE 2-2990 


Interior 


Ho. 133! 
THE LARSON COMPANY 
Pipe, Wall Coping. 
THE SPENCER TURBINE CO. 


5 LIVERNOIS AVE. DETROIT 4 


1430 
CINDER BLOCK, INC. Vitrified Glazed Sewer 
Cinder, Concrete Specialties & Cinder Flue Lining — Complete Line of Building 
Blocks Supplies Central Vacuum Cleaning System 
4303 HUBBELL AVE., DETROIT 28 aa. ce TOYAN DYKE AVE. ROIT'S 340 HO. 6525 4720 JOY RD.. DETROIT 4 TY. 5-3975 
FORT PITT BRIDGE WORKS AU MARSHALL COMPANY SYNCHRONIZED SYSTEM CO. 
Structural Steel kitchen Equipment (KERR MACHINERY CO.) 
Jas NEW CENTER BLOG.. DETROIT? MA. 3348 3839 WOODWARD AVE. DETROIT | TE. 1-9450 READER Method of Synchronized Vacuum 
UMMA BROS., INC. Heating 
N. W. HAMILL CO. Painting & Decorating 408 KERR BLDG., DETROIT 26. CA. 0590 
All Caulking 16623 WYOMING AVE: pETROIT 2) UN. 2-6230 WHITCOMB-BAUER FLOORING, 
407 E. FORT ST., DETROIT 7° ca. 0110 NARDONI CEMENT FLOOR CO. INC. 
Industrial Heavy Duty Floors Our Specialty Authorized Installation Company for lron- 
ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING 13029 E. EIGHT MILE RD., EAST DETROIT PR. 5050 bound Maple Flooring 
+ Gold Cathode Hairpinline PENINSULAR SLATE CO: oson LYNDON AVE. DETROIT © HOI 
Cork Boards, Green Nucite Chalk Boards WILLEY SIGN co. 
Metal Letters for Building Exteriors 
120 MADISON AVE. DETROIT 26 CA. 8665 


Manufacturers © 
& Aluminum Trim 
HO. 1720 


Lighting Fixtures 
2347 EAST NINE MILE RD., CENTER LINE 2869-4 
VIAZEL PARK, MICH 12741 BIRWOOD AVE.. DETROIT 4 
y 
“al 
| 
At right is shown a View of the Audi- 
torium. 


Carved Wood Plaques lend a note of 


Distinction 


Will Carleton 


By MAURICE E. HAMMOND, ALLA, 


of Malcomson, Fowler and Hammond, Inc., 
Architects 


The recently completed William Car- 
leton Elementary School is located in 
a new and rapidly growing residential 
section in northeast Detroit. The build- 
ing site is bounded by Lakepointe, 
Farmsbrook, Roxbury and Casino Ave- 
nues. 

The new school is the first unit of a 
building project planned and designed 
for a possible future class room ad- 
dition. This first unit accommodates 420 
pupils and is already filled to capacity. 
The major portion of the new structure 
is one story high and is carried out in 
a functional design. The one-story part 
contains class rooms, Kinder: 
Science Room with Conservatory, 
sic and Art Room, Auditorium with 
complete stage, Multipurpose Room 
and the necessary administration of- 
fices. 

The second story portion contains 
the Music Practice Room, Teachers’ 
Rest Room and Observation Room. All 
rooms are finished with oak or brick 
tile wainscots with cinder tile walls 
above. The Music Room, Science Room 
and class rooms have floors of the new 
type mastic-bonded hard norther n 
maple. The floors are bonded in asphalt 
mastic to the concrete sub-floor, thus 
eliminating the usual nailers or sleep- 
ers. This type of flooring is considered 
fire-resistant and presents the appear- 
ance of parquet flooring. These rooms 
have glass chalkboards with aluminum 
chalk rails. All chalkboards, cork- 
boards, bulletin boards and display 
cabinets have aluminum trim. 


Above: The Roxbury Avenue Entrance, 
one of the three, of simple dignity. 


burn Phote 


Below: Class Room, showing the excel- 
lent lighting conditions, for both night and 
day. 


The building was designed in an L- 


shaped plan. The Auditorium and 
Multi-purpose room are located at one 
end of an L wing with an adjacent ex- 
terior entrance for these large assembly 
areas. As a result, the public does not 
wander through the remainder of the 
building in using these community fa- 
cilities. The auditorium seats 216, The 
walls are finished with an oak wainscot 
and cinder tile walls, with the excep- 
tion of the stage end of the room. This 
front wall and the proscenium arch 
opening are finished in straight-grain 
oak having interesting carved wood 
panels on each side of the stage open- 
ing. The second -story Observation 
Room has plate glass windows looking 
down on the children assembled below 
in the auditorium. 

The Multi-purpose Room is 40 feet 
by 60 feet. This is an appropriate name 
for this area as it is used as a gym- 
nasium, play room and lunch room. 
The Physical Director's office and gym- 
nasium storage rooms open off the eas 
end of this large room. Folding tables 
and benches are concealed in recessed 
openings when converting it into a 
large, efficient lunch room Adjacent 
to the west end of the room is a mod- 
ern well-equipped kitchen with ample 
cupboards and food-storage rooms. The 


finish flooring is composed of hard 
maple strips, laid on wood sleepers 
supported by resilient sleeper chai 


The Kindergarten is one of the fea- 


ture rooms of this new project. It is 
located in the southwest corner of the 
other L-wing. This location offers the 
kindergarten pupils the direct use of 
the south exterior entrance. This makes 
it possible for the small children to 
enter and leave their area of the build- 
ing without coming in contact with the 
larger and older pupils. The kinder- 
garten pupils have their own private 
coat room and toilet room. The toilet 
room has the small-scale toilet fixtures 
and drinking fountain to accommodate 
children four and five years old. The 
Kindergarten room has an unusual 
treatment of the fenestration in the ex- 
terior west wall. This entire facade is 
composed of three saw-tooth type bay 
windows. These windows provide the 
maximum amount of light and sun- 
shine and the effect is to give the room 
a larger and lighter appearance. One 
of the saw-tooth bay windows has a 
wood window seat, the other two bay 
windows provide open shelving below 
the window sill. The room is finished 
with a knotty pine wainscot extending 
to the top of the glas chalkboards and 
corkboards with cinder tile walls above. 

All rooms in the building have ac- 
coustical tile ceilings. The windows 
are steel sash installed flush with the 
exterior face of the walls. The entrance 
and vestibule doors and frames are 
constructed and finished in aluminum 
These doors are glazed with tempered 
safety plate glass 

Modern and efficient lighting is pro- 


vided by the use of hair-line type cold 


cathode lighting fixtur The new 
building has the Reader method of 
synchronized vacuum heating. The 


project also included a separate mod- 
ern power house designed to accom- 
modate any future building additions. 
A. F. Caughey, mechanical engineer, 
designed and supervised all the me- 
chanical trades. 

The plans were originally started by 
the former architectural firm of Mal- 
comson, Calder & Hammond, Inc. The 
project was completed and supervised 
by the present firm of Malcomson, 
Fowler & Hammond, Inc. 


aa 
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numbers in order to arrive at actual 
current costs. Disappearance of these 
abnormal premium prices, which should 
take place as market conditions again 
become competitive, would tend to 
bring the costs down to the 70 per cent 
over prewar level, provided material 
prices and wages do not go much higher 
than they are at present. 

To bring the cost of construction 
down to 70 per cent over prewar will 
take more than mere elimination of 
current premium prices. Fortunately 
there are at least eleven other factors 
likely to operate in that direction. Some 
of them are to some degree in opera- 
tion already. Some will take time to 
become effective in any significant 
way. 

The eleven factors tending toward 
cost reduction are the following: 

1. Elimination of premiums paid in 
the shortage market.—This is com- 
ing about, in part, as a result of 
increased material production and 
supply. 

2. Competitive pricing of materials.— 
Even while shortages remain among 
a few key materials, which may 
limit total volume of construction, 
those materials which become plen- 
tiful become competitive, subject 
to the normal forces of demand 
and supply in the market. 


3. Competition between materials.— 


Cement block and brick and other 
clay products compete with lum- 
ber, for example: New materials 
enter the competitive market. 

4. Recruitment and training of more 
building trades workers to over- 
come shortages and improve pro- 
ductivity. 

5. Reduction of federal taxes.—Fed- 
eral income taxes are deducted 
from every pay check. Gre in- 
come is a production cost; take- 
home pay after taxes are deducted, 
represents private purchasing pow- 
er. The tax item in costs is pyra- 
mided many times in final con- 
struction costs. While reduced in- 
come taxes might not be reflected 
in lower wage scales, such reduc- 
tion would tend to offset demands 
for further wage increases and to 
improve worker mor: le. 


6. Design changes.—There are many 


possibilities. 
7. Economies in use of materials— 
These would include increased 


standardization of sizes and shapes, 
modular coordination, elimination 
of waste in cutting materials. 

8. Increased use of power tools and 
similar improvement in construc- 
tion methods. 

9. Quantity production of practical 
and appropriate kinds.—Prefabri- 
cation of subassemblies is an ex- 
ample. 


Above: Kindergarten. 


Saw-tooth Plan affords maximum light, 
an interesting interior. 


Appreciation is hereby expre 
the assistance and cheerful co-opera- 
tion provided by the general contractor, 
all sub-contractors and material sup- 
pliers who, inspite of the difficulties 
encountered in obtaining the necessary 
materials and equipment, united in 
bringing the building to a satisfactory 
completion. 


10, Elimination of restrictive practices 
wherever they may exist —These 
would include feather-bedding 
rules of labor unions, boycotts, of 
certain materials and equipment, 
restrictive bidding arrangements, 


any monopolistic practices that 
may exist in distribution of mate- 
rials. 


11. Modernization of building codes. 

Some of these cost-reducing factors 
are already in process; some will make 
substantial progress only after short- 
ages disappear; some may require leg- 
islation or legal action. All are being 
actively discussed at the present time. 
The effect of these factors in reducing 
construction costs is apt to be gradual 
rather than sudden. 

The backlog of demand for residen- 
tial and non-residential building and 
for heavy engineering construction con- 
tinues on a large scale. If this backlog 
representing immediate need and im- 
minent demand, were the only factor, 
or merely the dominant factor in the 
market, an enormous increase in con- 
struction volume could confidently be 
expected. The factors of materials sup- 
ply, labor production, and the attitude 
of mortgage creditors, are more dom- 
inant than demand in appraising the 
outlook for the balance of the year. 

Much progress v made in 1947 to- 
ward balanced production and toward 
stabilization of the American economy. 
Progress was due principally to remov- 
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al of governmental controls, absence 
of large-scale strikes in key industries, 
and time. Each day’s production of 
needed goods and services was a meas- 
ure of progress toward ultimate bal- 
ancing of supply with demand. 

Last year’s expectation of early price 
and construction cost stabilization 
proved to be over-optimistic. Today’s 
question is whether the progress of the 
past twelve months has brought the 
economy to the point where stabiliza- 
tion can be reasonably expected this 
year. 

Inflationary influences dominate the 
situation at the moment. They include 
high levels of government spending, 
potential wage increases in key indus- 
tries, prospective heavy exports of bas- 
ic commodities which are in tight sup- 
ply in the United States. The most im- 
portant deflationary factor in sight is 
a tightening of bank credit. Thus far 
this has been mild, but further tighten- 
ing is strongly advocated by a number 
of responsible authorities, and their 
recommendations have included tight- 
ening of home mortgage credit. There 
seems to be a search for a formula that 
will produce just enough deflation for 

_a mildly salutary. effeet without jeop- 
ardizing the election prospects of either 
political party. 

There are thus two strong reasons 
for caution in estimating this year’s 
probable construction volume. The pos- 
sibility of a temporary setback to check 
price rises and correct market imbal- 
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ances, and the possibility that within 
this calendar year over-all material 
and manpower supplies cannot be ex- 
panded in a large way. These are the 
considerations that prompted F. W. 
Dodge Corporation to estimate mode- 
rate increases in contract volume over 
1947. 

The opening of this particular year 
sees an unusually large carry-over vol- 
ume of construction work in progress. 
We expect contract volume to be very 
heavy during the first quarter and 
through the second. Should there be 
a tapering off of contracts around mid- 
summer, this trend would not affect 
the activity figures or the actual vol- 
ume of field activity until several 
months later. 

Based on our overall national esti- 
mate, and wrighting out local factors, 
the State of Michigan should do a non- 
residential construction volume of 
$170,000,000 in 1948. This not with- 
standing an anticipated drop of 14 per 
cent in manufacturing building con- 
struction, a big contributor to the total 
building volume in our state. Resi- 
dential building of all kinds, apart- 
ments, hotels, one and two family 
houses should add another $250,000,000 
to this figure, with public works and 
utilities contributing the balance to 
this already impressive total to swell 
the total to the closest point Michigan 
has ever come to a half billion dollar 
construction market. 


OWINGS AT ECONOMIC 
CLUB, WED., MAY 26 


Nathaniel A. Owings, A.LA., will be 
guest speaker at a luncheon sponsored 
by The Economic Club of Detroit, in the 
Grand Ball Room of the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel, on Wednesday, May 26. His sub- 
ject will be “How the City of Chicago 
is Cooperating with Insurance Com- 
panies and other Large Financial In- 
stitutions in the Redevelopment of its 
Blighted Areas.” 

Mr. Owings, a member of the Chic- 
ago and New York firm of Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill, Architects and En- 
gineers, is Chairman of the Chicago 
Plan Commission; Director and Past 
President of the Chicago Chapter, A.I.A. 

The Michigan State Legislature has 
just passed legislation making this type 
of investment possible. The bill has 
gone to Governor Sigler for his sig- 
nature. 

The Bill amends the insurance code 
to permit insurance companies to in- 
vest in housing projects, including com- 
mercial service facilities incidental to 
such projects. 

Mr. Allen B. Crow, President of The 
Economic Club, states that this meet- 
ing has been scheduled in order that 
Detroit may become, if possible, as 
fully prepared as Chicago, New York, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and other 
metropolitan areas throughout the 
United States to take advantage of the 
opportunities which are now available 


for redevelopment of blighted areas. 
Mr. Crow was much impressed with a 
recent meeting he attended in Chicago, 
at which about 150 leaders of business, 
finance, construction and government 
attended and heard this subject dis- | 
cussed. 

Believing that many architects and 
others will be interested and will bene- 
fit by attending, Mr. Crow will be 
pleased to invite those who indicate 
their desire to attend. 


CHAS. NOBLE'S MODEL 
DISPLAYED IN FLINT 


Architect Charles Nobel’s $8,000 mod- 
el of Flint’s proposed multi-million-dol- 
lar Civic Center has been placed on 
display at the Flint Institute of Arts. 

It is a detailed model of the city’s 
group of municipal buildings, includ- 
ing a city hall, art museum, auditorium, 
historical museum and a library. 

Mayor Edward J. Vail is expected to 
appoint a committee to help city offi- 
cials plan a long-range public improve- 
ment program. 


CEE MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


| 955 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, Michigan 
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NELSON COMPANY 


lumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning Supplies 
WHOLESALE 
Main Office and Display Room 
404 FOURTH AVE. Phone RA. 416 
Royal Oak — Grosse Pointe — Ann Arbor 


COTON EETTENE NE NT TEEN) 


— LUMBER DEALERS — 


BRAUN LUMBER CO.—TO, 8-0320, Davison and 
G.T.RR. 


F. M. SIBLEY LUMBER COMPANY—6460 Kercheval 
Avenue, Fitzroy 5100. 

RESTRICK LUMBER COMPANY—14400 Wyoming, 
HOgarth 4830. ast sa 

SUTHERLAND & AVERY LUMBER CO.—5172 St. 
Jean Ave., PL. 9460. 
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Plasti-Glaze, the Post- 
War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify. Made 
from bodied oils and 
special pigments. 
Weatherometer tests 
prove that Plasti-Glaze 
when properly applied 
and maintained will 
last as long as the 
sash. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove. 


FOR LONG LIFE, WEATHER AND AIR-TIGHT 
GLAZING USE AMERICA'S LEADING GLAZ- 
ING COMPOUND — PLASTI-GLAZE. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. Nc 


DETROIT +-. cmicaoo +++ Jersey city 


FREDERIC B. STEVENS INCORPORATED 


FACE BRICK, GLAZED BRICK. GLAZED AND 
UNGLAZED TILE, FLOOR TILE — ANTI-HYDRO 
For Hardening and Waterproofing Concrete 


1800—I8th St. at Vernor Hwy. TA. 5-0725 
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BEAUTIFUL INTERIORS 


are created with wall paper 


Let Us Help You 


“Ask Your Decorator” 
isher Wall Paper 
and Paint Co. 


re Michigan's largest wall paper distributors 
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THE MULTI-COLOR COMPANY 


629 WOODWARD 126 DELAWARE 
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YOUR PLANT- Now! 


Critical materials are not required | 
to erect glass block panels in that 


ing wornout sash in existing build- 
ings. Get Insulux Glass Block 
— without delay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


IVA. 2-4940 


2570 HART AVENUE 
DETROIT 


GLASS BLOCK for; 


new plant addition—or in replac- |! 


BUILDERS’ & TRADERS' 
COLUMN 


The Michigan Safety Conference will 


be held at the Book-Cadillac Hotel, 
May 17, 18, 19, and 20th, 1948. As a 
part of this conference, there will be 
a dinner meeting on Tuesday, May 


18th, sponsored by the Steel and Gen- 
eral Building Construction Section of 
the Industrial Division. 

The program will be a most interest- 
ing one to everyone engaged in the 
construction industry. We are all aware 
of the need for accident prevention and 
the seriousness of the number of ac- 
cidents that have been occurring in our 
industry. 

The principal speaker will be Mr. 
Gerard O. Griffin, Chairman, Accident 
Prevention Committee, Associated Gen- 
eral Contractors of America, Inc. His 
subject will be “The Responsibility of 
Management, Supervision, and Labor 
for Accident Prevention in the Con- 
struction Industry.” Following Mr. 
Griffin’s talk, comments by Mr. J. W. 
Armstrong, Vice-president, Darin & 
Armstrong, Inc., General Contractors, 
on “The Responsibility of the General 
Contractor”; Mr. Ralph R. Bozell, Man- 
ager, Labor Relations, Whitehead & 
Kales Company, on “The Responsibil- 


ity of the Sub-contractor’; and Mr. 
Finlay C. Allen, Secretary and Busi- 
n Manager, Detroit Building and 


Construction Trades Council, A.F.L., on 
“The Responsibility for the Coopera- 
tion of the Building Trades.” It is ex- 
pected that there will be available time 
for a question and answer period. Mr. 
Marvyn G. Gaskin, of the Steel & 
Metal Erectors Association of Michi- 
gan, will act as chairman. 

The Steel & Metal Erectors Division 
of the Detroit Industrial Safety Coun- 
cil has done remarkable work in the 
prevention of accidents through their 
supervisory employees, and it is hoped 
that through similar efforts a greater 


interest and cooperation will be had 
with all of the building trades. All 
contractors, sub-contractors, and ma- 


terial suppliers, with their supervisory 
employees, are urged to attend. 
Tickets are $4.50 per person. Tables 
for ten persons. Reservations may be 
made through the Steel & Metal Erec- 
tors Association, the Detroit Chapter 
of the Associated General Contractors, 
the Michigan Chapter of the Associated 
General Contractors, Lansing, Michi- 
gan, and the Builders’ & Traders’ Ex- 
change, Detroit. Make checks payable 
to the Steel & Metal Erectors Associa- 
tion of Michigan. Please make your 
reservations as early as possible. 
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Kerscher Elevator Co., 
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Dumb Waiters. 
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Contractors 
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and 
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RUST RESISTANCE 


Architectural window 


frames, grilles, balustrades, fire escapes, and 


iron work, such as 
building hardware of all kinds last longer and 
require less reconditioning when the metal is 
Parkerized. Used outdoors, Parkerizing resists 
rust and lengthens the life of the paint finish. 
It has been serving for 31 years in the build- 


ing field with increasing popularity. 
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Detroit 11, Michigan 
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SOCIETY BOARD MEETS IN GRAND RAPIDS 


= The Board of Directors of the Michigan Society of Architects met at the Peninsular Club in Grand Rapids on 


May 5. Present were Messrs. Langius, Zimmermann, Hughes, 


wr antz, Cole and Stone. 

Morison reported that Mr. Fin- 
hy c. Allan of the Detroit Building 
Trades Council had invited the archi- 
tects to take a more active part in the 
apprenticeship training program spon- 
sored by his organization, and to take 
part in the building of a demonstration 
house, which is to be given away, as a 
feature of the program. Mr. Morison 
was named as a committee of one to 
meet with representatives of the West- 
ern Michigan Chapter and the Saginaw 
Valley Chapter to consider the pro- 
gram. 


Submitted for consideration was a 
uniform membership card for the three 
Michigan chapters, which would also 
be a membership card for the Society, 
stating that dues had been paid in both 
organizations. The form had been ap- 
proved by the three chapters, but it 
was referred back for further study as 
to design. 

Roger Allen reported on group in- 
surance as being worked out by The 
Institute and it was decided to await 
the announcement of the complete pro- 
gram before taking further action. 

Julian Cowin, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on New By-Laws, reported with 
a proposed provision to include non- 
resident membership. He also reported 
some changes suggested by the Detroit 
Chapter, and he was named a Com- 
mittee of One to meet with Detroit 
Chapter representatives for further 


consideration. 

The Agreement between the Society 
and the Weekly Bulletin was considered 
with the idea of bringing it up to date. 
Proposed draft will be submitted to the 
next meeting, which will be held at the 
Detroit Athletic Club on June 2. 


Allen, 


Morison, 


Haughey, Cowin, Brysselbout, 


BULLETIN: 


In the Weekly Bulletin of April 6, 
1948 there appeared a copy of a talk 
which Mr. Leo P. Richardson delivered 
before the 34th annual convention of 
the Michigan Society of Architects at 
Detroit on March 4, 1948. 


Some of Mr. Richardson’s statements 
have created considerable discussion 
relative to subcontractors. Mr. Richard- 
son indicated that in numerous cases 
the subcontractor will go to the general 
contractor after he (the general con- 
tractor) has been awarded a job, and 
ask to be allowed to lower his previous 
quotation. If this practice prevails, I 
think it is most unethical and any per- 
son who takes part in such procedure 
should be subjected to censure by the 
industry. 


Perhaps Mr. Richardson could be pre- 
vailed upon to furnish whatever facts 
he may have used to base his state- 
ments on, if so, I think it would be en- 
lightening to a great many people. I, 
for one, would like to know if this prac- 
tice is prevalent among mechanical 
contractors. 


I feel that one way to correct a sit- 
uation, such as this, would be to have 
the general contractor list his subecon- 
tracts with his bid, or before the actual 
award is made, or it might be found 
expedient to separate the mechanical 
work from the architectural work as is 
done in numerous cases, thereby pre- 
cluding the possibility of the work 
being let under the auctioneer’s ham- 
mer. In fact some states have laws 
which require separate bids and con- 
tracts for mechanical work on all state 
construction. A few such states are 


Ohio, North Carolina, New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania. 

In my opinion, the architect, or en- 
gineer, knows what he wants in re- 
gard to the mechanical work on any 
job, and the best way to get it is by 
direct dealing with the mechanieal con- 
tractor, of his own choice. This method, 
I am sure, has proven to be the most 
economical and satisfactory from the 
owner's standpoint. 


DEWEY BULL, Exec. Sec’y., 


Detroit Association of 
Master Plumbers, 
Detroit, Mich. 


ARCHITECTS OR 
ENGINEERS OFFICES 
Reception Room, Large drafting room 
for 30 boards, store-room, large private 
office, and 4-room living apartment ad- 
joining—total 3,600 square feet. 
All air conditioned—recently deco- 
rated—Available immediately. 


CONVENTION HALL 
4484 Cass Ave, Detroit 1, Michigan 
Room 224 TEmple 1-4900 


W A N TED — Two Senior Architectural 
Draftsmen. Positions offer permanence and 
opportunity. Frantz & Spence, 118 N. Wash- 
ington Ave., Saginaw, Mich. 


W ANTE D — Architectural draftsman, 


capable of acting as squad captain. Good 
salary, working conditions. Apply to George 
D. Mason & Co., 409 Griswold St., Detroit 


26, Mich., Tel. WO. 2-7850. 


PHOTOS AND BIOGS 

Don't be annoyed—yet! We have just 
begun. You old-timers will recall the 
campaign we put on in 1938 to secure 


photographs and biographies of all 
members of the Michigan Society of Ar- 
chitects, for our Silver Anniversary 
Number, issued in connection with the 
25th Annual Convention in 1939. 
Now comes (in 1949) the 35th An- 
niversary, and a feature of that Con- 
vention number will be the bringing 
up to date of the Photos-Biogs edition 
John Coburn, our official photogra 
pher will cooperate by taking photo- 
graphs at a nominal charge. Many can 
be secured by taking groups of about 
four at Detroit Chapter dinner meet- 
ings. To those who don't attend meet- 
ings, John will make a special price 
and call at your office—or call RA. 3945, 


“25th ANNIVERSARY" 
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MARBLE COMPANY 


MARBLE FINISHERS 
AND 


CONTRACTORS 


DETROIT 
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WV alter Lewanski 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Commercial and Industrial Construction 
Plant Maintenance 


3545 East 7 Mile Road 
Detroit 12, 


TW. 1-3057 
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DUNN 
BLUE PRINT Co. 


Main Office 
5920 SECOND AVE. 
MAdison 2125 


Bronch 
16557 JAS. COUZENS HWY. 
UNiversiry 1-5512 


ROGER ALLEN IN THE 
GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
APRIL 24, 1948 


Standing room only at the Art gallery 


Monday night—or were you one of 
those who had to be turned away? And 
no wonder, with Alden B, Dow speak- 


ing and showing films on architecture, 
plus a display of his models including 
everything from a modern church to a 
Texas summer home. (You can still see 
the models this week-end, so take the 
family, including the children who'll 
love the modern look in miniature). 


I asked Richard Yonkers, gallery di- 
rector, if he thought the record crowd 
came for love of art or for want of a 
dream house; he thought both incen- 
tives were at work, plus a big spread 
of national publicity Alden Dow has 
had recently in a national picture mag- 
azine 

My own first-hand impression of 
modern architecture came from a trip 
12 years ago through some of the houses 
Mr. Dow designed in Midland. He 
wasn’t so well known then outside of 
his home town, but I was delighted by 
his brilliant use of color and open, airy 
interiors, as well as by the simple th 
that the architect should concern him- 
self with landscape and interior decora- 
tion as well as with structure. Judging 
by Mr. Dow’s growing popularity I 
think that the drabness and inconve- 
nience of so many of our houses are 
becoming increasingly unpopular. 

Friends of American Art added the 
lecture as a bonus to its year’s schedule 
of discussions and exhibits. Lorraine 
Adams, Laura Mae Pipley and all the 
others who have worked on this pro- 
gram must feel pretty good over the 
success of their efforts to make our 
national art better understood. I'm al- 
ways pleased to see how the gallery is 
filled with people and activity, espe- 
cially compared to enormous, grand but 
deserted galleries I’ve visited else- 
where. 
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Plasti-Glaze, the Post- 
War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify. Made 
from bodied oils and 
special pigments. 
Weatherometer tests 
prove that Plasti-Glaze 
when properly applied 
and maintained will 
last as long as the 
sash. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
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Detroit Steel Corporation Building, Detroit 


O'DELL, HEWLETT AND LUCKENBACH, ARCHITECTS 


PRIVATE OFFICE, SHOWING CONTINUOUS WINDOWS 


DETROIT ST 


Has Modular Design, Movable Steel 


Partitions, Continuous Windows. 


O'DELL, HEWLETT & LUCKENBACH 
Architects 


BARTON-MALOW COMPANY 
General Contractors 


Photos By Joe Monroe 
Mt. Vern Ohio 


Architects Acknowledge Cooperation of These Firms 


ALUMINUM & ARCHITECTURAL 
METALS CO. 
Fabricators of Ornamental Metal Work, 
Stainless Steel Letters & Marquise 
1974 FRANKLIN ST., DETROIT 7 LO. 7-6880 


BARTON-MALOW COMPANY 


General Contractors 


2631 WOODWARD AVE., DETROIT | CA. 3450 


BROAD & PRESTON 
ENGINEERING CO. 
Steel Erection, Bridge Cranes & Hoists 
779 SOUTH DUMFRIES ST., DETROIT 25 VI. 2-4696 


THE WALTER CARROLL CO. 
Painting & Decorating 
110 N. WATERMAN AVE., DETROIT 9 VI 2-7800, 


ARTHUR FLEISCHMAN CO. 
Contractors of Fibre Glass Acoustical 
Tile, Asphalt Tile, Carpets, Linoleum & 

Rubber Tile 


12585 GRATIOT AVE., DETROIT 5 AR. 1200 


GIBRALTAR FLOORS, INC. 
Terrazzo & Tile Work 


48 W. STATE FAIR AVE., DETROIT 3 TO. 8-0044 


M. C. GUTHERIE LUMBER CO. 
Lumber 


205 S. HARBAUGH ST., DETROIT 17 VI. 2-1000 


HALL ENGINEERING CO. 
Electrical Contractors 


888 W. BALTIMORE AVE., DETROIT 2 TR. 1-8200 


N. W. HAMILL Co. 
Caulking, Tuck-Pointing, Weatherstripping 
& Above Grade Masonry Waterproofing 
407 E. FORT ST., DETROIT 26 CA. 0110 


INGRAM IRON WORKS 


Marquise & Miscellaneous Iron 
6450 GEORGIA AVE., DETROIT II PL. 2650 


LOWRIE & GILLAM 
LUMBER CO. 
Wood Doors & Millwork 


14541 MICHIGAN AVE., DEARBORN OR. HH 


R. C. MAHON CO. 
Structural Steel, Steel Roof Deck, Insulation, 
Composition Roofing & Sheet Metal Work 
8650 MT, ELLIOTT AVE., DETROIT II PL. 8000 


MEIER CUT STONE CO. 
Cut Stone 


9664 FRENCH ROAD, DETROIT 13 WA. 1-3343 


THE MILLS COMPANY, INC., 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Metal Office Partitions & Wainscoting 


Detroit Office: 


155 W. CONGRESS ST., DETROIT 26 CA. 4406 


930 FOX THEATRE BLOG., DETROIT | 


1200 W. FORT ST., DETROIT 26 


14650 WYOMING AVE., DETROIT 21 


8900 LYNDON AVE., DETROIT 21 


2421 W. FORT ST., DETROIT lé 


14280 LUMPKIN AVE., DETROIT 12 


W. C. ROHRMOSER 
Lathing & Plastering 
RA, 8274 


R. L. SPITZLEY HEATING CO. 
Plumbing, Heating & Ventilating 
CA. 0840 


STEEL WINDOW SERVICE 
Erection of Steel Sash 
HO. 3574 


TINSEY IRON & STAIR WORKS 
Steel Stairs 
HO. 7330 


TOLEDO PLATE & WINDOW 
GLASS CO. 


Thermopane Glass & Glazing 
TA. 5-2970 


WOLVERINE MARBLE CO. 
Marble 
TO. 8-7798 


ZONOLITE COMPANY 


Zonolite Insulating Concrete Roof Fill 


14300 HENN AVE., DEARBORN, MICH, TI. 6-1010 


ORPORATION 


By THOMAS H. HEWLETT, A.I.A. 
Architect 


The need for this building arose from 
the desire of the Corporation’s Presi- 
dent, Mr. M. J. Zivian, to consolidate 
the Corporation’s executive offices 
throughout the country into one loca- 
tion. This operation was undertaken in 
a hurry and it was not possible for him 
to submit anything but a very sketchy 
set of requirements. This, and the need 
for economy and speed in construction 
necessitated a simple design with the 
utmost flexibility to absorb future needs 
with a minimum of cost and inconven- 
ience. 

The solution was to provide a three- 
story steel and masonry. shell based on 
a 4-3” module with movable steel par- 
titions and wainscots and a maximum 
of continuous windows. The only perm- 
anent partitions being those surround- 
ing the mechanical core which includes 
the toilets, stair, elevator, duct-space, 
and vaults. 

The first two floors of the building 
contain office space for the purchasing, 
accounting and personnel departments, 
all with vault spaces, while the third 
floor is devoted entirely to executive 
offices. A full basement contains the 
boiler room, telephone equipment room, 
a large fireproof vault, storage space 
and two large meeting rooms. An ab- 
undance of natural light is provided in 
the basement by the use of an almost- 
continuous strip of windows around the 
building at grade level. An interesting 
feature of the building is the stair win- 
dow at the rear. It starts at the head 
of the rear entrance and runs unbroken 
vertically through the three floors, pro- 
viding a brightly-lighted stairwell. 

This building, in reality, is an ad- 
dition to an existing and much smaller 
office building, which created structur- 
al and mechanical design problems be- 
cause of the Owner’s requirement that 
the floors in both align. The floor con- 
struction in the new building was de- 
signed to the same overall thickness as 
that in the existing building, but cover- 
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ing considerably longer spans and 
housing a great deal more mechanical 
equipment. The corridor ceilings are 
furred down to accommodate the trunk 
duct lines which in turn connect to a 
central vertical duct shaft. 


In the interest of economy, the sash, 
door frames and canopy are of steel, 
painted. The canopy has a porcelain en- 
amel soffit and applied stainless steel 
letters on the fascia. 


Because the building is located in an 
area of heavy industry, with its conse- 
quent fumes and dirt, it was deemed 


VIEW OF CORRIDOR 


wise to completely filter and condition 
the atmosphere within the building the 
year around by mechanical means. 
Thermopane glass was used almost en- 
tirely in order to reduce heating and 
cooling loads. Fixed stock sash units 
were not available to accommodate this 
glass and they were completely design- 
ed, by the architect, in steel angle and 
plate sections. By projecting the win- 
dows from the face of the building, the 
need for a masonry sill was eliminated. 
This projection prevents rainwater 
from washing down the sash and stain- 
ing the brick work as well as adding 
interest to the exterior of the building 
and avoiding a “layer cake” appearance. 
On the interior a wide, useable sill has 
been created. 

Maintenance on the interior has been 
cut to a minimum by the fact that there 
are very few surfaces requiring paint, 
such as exposed plaster, etc. The steel 
partitions have a factory — applied en- 
amel in a wood-grain finish. The ceil- 
ings are of Acoustone and the floors 
asphalt tile. 

We wish to thank the general con- 
tractor, Barton-Malow Company, and 
the sub contractors for their cooperation 
in bringing this project is a successful 
completion. 
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"OVER 65 YEARS? 


Robert Hutton & Co., Inc. 
ROOFING and SHEET METAL 
CONTRACTORS 


622 FORT ST., E RAndolph 1073 


Wolverine Stone Company 


NATURAL STONE FOR 
ALL BUILDING PURPOSES 


14290 Meyers Road Detroit 27, Michigan 
Telephone: HOgarth 4295 


Brick of aBn 
Thomas Brick & Tile (o. 


WAYNE MOHR, 
14360 Livernois (4) 


R. D. THAYER COMPANY 
WATERPROOFING ENGINEERS 
AND CONTRACTORS 


2701 Joy Road — DETROIT (6) — TYler 6-9626 
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First 1948 Golf Outing 
Architects, Builders and Traders 
BIRMINGHAM GOLF CLUB 


MAY 25, 1948 
Golf $3.50 Dinner $5.65 


The architectural mind feeds very 
selectively. Without golf it is starved 
for lack of certain important vitamins. 

Research has not succeeded in filter- 
ing the hormones in golf which hop up 
architects. It may be that the trajectory 
of a well-hit drive is the inspirational 
curve which titilates the nervous mech- 
anism of persons who see visions in 
geometrical demonstrations, especially 
curves. 

The reasoning in this lies in the well- 
known fact that a curve properly pro- 
portioned and where it belongs inter- 
ests practically all architects. 

Although doing so dilutes the theory, 
it must be said that scientific observers 
have noted that contractors too take 
an interest in curves. A study of this 
led to an attempted thesis that the con- 
tractors reaction was sympathetic. 

The reasoning in this attempted thesis 
was as follows; a contractor generates 
an undue amount of cortical activity in 
trying to find in an architect's plans 
the many things noted in the specifica- 
tions, and in trying to find references 
in the specifications to certain things 
delineated on the plans. This was sup- 
posed to lean his mind toward the plane 
of the architectural mind, and cause the 
sympathetic reaction to curves. How- 
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É GAS-FIRED COUNTER EQUIPMENT 


In the neat, attractive small restaurants that are 
pleasing so many customers these days with quick 
service and excellent food, space is precious. 
Cooking and serving facilities must be compact, 
easy to use, fast, and adaptable. 


Gas-fired equipment is preferred. Gas, the finest 
cooking fuel, adapts itself admirably to the special 
needs of counter equipment. It responds instant- 
ly, preserves food flavor and appearance, is fast, 


MICHIGAN CONSOLIDATED GAS COMPANY 


415 Clifford, Detroit 


clean, dependable, and economical. 


Illustrated above is the Beacon Grill, an example 
of the most efficient gas-fired equipment used in 
modern restaurants. Two coffee makers, a griddle, 
deep fat fryer, and steamtable all are gas-fired to 
prepare the good foods customers demand. 


Get full information on improved gas-fired equip- 
ment for your restaurant. 
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alterations become 
change with them. 


Telephones will have a voice 
in future alterations, too 


Wiru business and industry dependent on telephone serv- 
ice, an eye to the future is worth while in designing today’s 
commercial buildings. As business needs change, building 
necessary. And telephone locations 


Adequate raceways for telephone wires under floors and in 
walls permit moving telephones anywhere, anytime, with- 
out tearing up flooring or plaster. Their small added cost is 
more than made up by the savings they can offer later on. 


ever the logic of the attempted thesis 
was marred by the demonstrated fact 
that oftimes contractors after a bout 
with plans and specifications did not 
exhibit any other evidence of sympa- 
thetic reaction. In fact, there have been 
cases where the reaction was almost 
violently unsympathetic. But the thing 
which exploded the thesis and reduced 
it to absurdum was the discovery that 
truck drivers actually can be moved 
to whistle by a combination of curves. 

Examining the subject from the 
broader viewpoint is necessary, and we 
must admit that it has been known for 
a long time that a well-turned curve 
can be and frequently is noticed out- 
side the realm of golf. While that tends 
to vitiate to some degree the strict 
present thesis, still, within reasonable 
bounds, the postulate can be laid down 
that golf is a “must” for any architect, 
and especially for any architect who 
finds himself blase about curves. 

Some proof of this lies in locker room 
conversation. Is it not true that a con- 
siderable part of such conversation 
deals with curves? It is true. 

So then it follows that architects 
should engineer or, te-be-more exact, 
should architect themselves into the 
proper avenues to get into locker rooms. 
Obviously the way for them to do this 
is to play golf. And the time for them 
to play golf with the idea of increas- 
ing the sympathetic appreciation of 
contractors and truck drivers is for 
them to appear at industry outings 


We shall be glad to co-operate in planning facilities for tele- 
phone wiring. In Detroit, call CHerry 9900, Extension 2624, 
and ask to have a telephone engineer visit your office. Else- 
where, call the local telephone business office. 
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Balanced lighting was achieved in 
this banquet hall before a brick was 
laid or a beam erected. Architect 
Suren Pilafian included the lighting 


specifications in the original design. 


Here, the results of lighting planned 


to complement the room and stay 


Dining room of the Armenian Cultural Hall, 1345 Ookman Boulevard, Detroit 


CONVERSATIONAL LIGHTING 
WHETS THE APPETITE 


within the budget are clearly evident. 
Modern incandescent lamps and fix- 
tures cast just enough light to soften, 
yet highlight, the surroundings, and 
direct eight to twelve foot-candles 
of glare-free illumination on the 


banquet tables. 


Planned lighting is always better lighting. And whether you are 


planning to light a new building, or modernize an old one, an Edison 
lighting specialist will be glad to help you. Phone WOodward 2-2100 
and ask for the Lighting Division. There’s no obligation, of course. 
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and to bespeak t 


The Institute and that information 
concerning the program be conveyed 
to the membership after it has become 
fully developed.” 

The Program has now reached the 
point of development at which it may 
be conveyed to the membership. 

The Affiliation Programs initiated by 
the War Department are conceived in 
the belief that it is advisable for the 
country to so organize its potential as 
to insure that in the event of an emer- 
gency there will be available a trained 
reserve. 

Active Army Affiliation Programs 
are already in progress. That sponsored 
by The Associated General Contractors 
may be cited as a good example. 

It is recognized by the War Depart- 
ment and The Executive Committee 
that the structure of The American In- 
stitute of Architects and the nature of 
the architectural profession are such as 
to not lend themselves to setting up a 
program identical to that of The A.G.C., 
which latter Program contemplates the 
sponsorship and organization of entire 
units by local Chapters of The A.G.C. 

In the case of The A.I.A. the endorse- 
ment is general, but the implementa- 
tion will have to be on an individual 
basis. It is possible that some chapters 
of The Institute may be in a position 
to sponsor and organize units, even of 
company size. However, for the most 
part, it is anticipated that interested 
architects who are equipped to do so 
will make application individually. 

Architectural applicants will be con- 
sidered available for assignment at the 


discretion of the Chief of Engineers. 
Efforts will be made to place the ap- 
plicant in an organization best suited 
to his experience and qualifications. 

It is also possible that if they desire 
to do so individual architects may make 
application through a local unit estab- 
lished under A.G.C. sponsorship. 

It is called to your attention that this 
Affiliation Program concerns only the 
Corps of Engineers of the U.S. Army. 
It is hoped that opportunities for archi- 
tects may be developed in other 
branches of the Armed Services. 

We attach hereto informational ma- 
terial on the Affiliation Program sent 
to us by the Office of the Chief of En- 
gineers for distribution to our member- 
ship. 

We request that you call this Pro- 
gram to the attention of your Members, 
and suggest that if your Chapter, State 
Association or Organization has a pub- 
lication, the publication be used for the 
purpose. 

All inquiries should be addressed to 
this office, in duplicate, for transmittal 
to the Office of the Chief of Engineers 
of the War Department. 


AFFILIATION PROGRAM 

Recent legislation authorizing the 
Army to reimburse its reservists for 
their inactive duty training will give 
added impetus to a vital Army prepar- 
edness measure—establishing an Or- 
ganized Reserve Corps capable of ren- 
dering timely, worthwhile support in 
an emergency requiring rapid mobili- 


AFFILIATION PROGRAM—WAR DEPARTMENT 


A Communication from Edmund, R. Purves, Director of Public and Professional Relations, The American Institute of Architects 


Representatives of the War Department met with The Executive Committee of ‘The Board of Directors P 

The A.LA. at its. apeme held in Washington, D. C., March 4—5, 1948, to explain the Army Affiliation Program, 
he! approval of The Executive Committee for the Program. 

Action of The Executive Committee was as follows: 

“Resolved, That The Executive Committee recommend that the Army Affiliation Program be endorsed by 


zation. The Organized Reserves who 
have heretofore attended the regularly 
scheduled evening or weekend sessions 
without compensation, will receive one 
day’s pay for the two-hour armory- 
type as soon as funds are allocated and 
enabling regulations by the Depart- 
ment of the Army are published. 

The need for strengthening and 
streamlining our Organized Reserve 
establishment stems in part from the 
changed world political alignment and 
in part from technical developments 
which have largely eliminated our tra- 
ditional defensive barrier of distance. 
In World Wars I and II, heroic allies 
and geographic isolation provided us 
a two-year build-up period during 
which formidable fighting forces were 
developed from a relatively small Reg- 
ular Army. Since these favorable con- 
ditions no longer exist, we must pro- 
vide for more rapid mobilization or 
invite defeat during the vulnerable 
transition period. The vast difference 
between our peacetime establishment 
and full wartime military potential is 
not likely to be overlooked by any 
power planning a course of action risk- 
ing possible involvement of the United 
States. +) 

Creating a large number of military 
units within the Organized Reserve 
Corps, as the Department of the ei | 
is now doing, will materially shorte 
this critieal build-up period. Reserv- 
ists are being given definite. assign- 
ments on the organizational tables. of 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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CHAPTER EDITION MINUTES | 


The A.LA. Board of Directors now 
issues a Chapter Edition of Minutes of 
its meetings and of the Institute’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee, for the informa- 
tion of corporate members. 

They are most interesting and infor- 
mative and give a good idea of the 
tremendous amount of work the Board 
is faced with. As J. Frazer Smith has 
said in The Tennessee Architect, “In 
spite of the fact that the Board, look- 
ing forward to lightening its load, re- 
vamped The Institute’s structure to in- 
clude a staff of very able directors, 
secretaries and committee men, now 
finds that instead of the former three- 
day sessions, they cannot complete the 
business under four days and nights. 

From the minutes of the Executive 
Committee meeting of March 4 and 5. 

The name of the Grand Rapids Chap- 
ter is now Western Michigan. 

The 1949 AIA Convention will be 
held in Houston, Texas, in late April, 
some of it in Mexico, especially Mexico 
City, where it is recommended that the 
Annual Dinner be held. 

The 1950 Convention will be held at 
the Mayflower in Washington, May 3-6. 

Evidently, The Institute does not 
propose to be caught short with a con- 
vention on its hands and no place to 
hold it. 

A special Committee on Small Pub- 
lic Works has been appointed consist- 
ing of Adrian N. Langius, of Lansing, 
Chairman; Carl Koch, of Boston; Fred- 
erick J. Mackie, Jr., of Houston, Texas; 
Frank R. Slezak, of Kansas City, Mo., 
and Albert B. Thomas, of Sacramento. 
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Manufacturers National Bank, Dearborn, Mich. 
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HERMAN AND SIMONS, ARCHITECTS 


AT LEFT: This view of interior 
of new banking room affords an 
idea of spaciousness obtained by 
modern simplicity. 


HERMAN AND SIMONS, 
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By ALOYS FRANK HERMAN, A.LA. 
Architect 


Today, in and about Detroit, every- 
thing that serves the public directly, 
seems to be very much overworked, 
overcrowded. There never appears to 
be room enough for the long lines of 
people whose wants must be taken care 
of. This applies pretty generally every- 
where, and until recently applied with 
a vengeance at the only branch bank in 
east Dearborn. 


In enlarging the facilities of this 
banking institution the prime require- 
ment was to provide three times the 
existing customer’s space. The entire 
change over with its additions and re- 
building to accomplish this aim, had 
to be constructed without any inter- 
ruption of business. 

Thru much studied planning as well 
as excellent co-operation on the part of 
the good natured management and staff, 
as well as with the assistance of an ac- 
commodating contractor and sub con- 
tractors, this operation was carried thru 
to a successful conclusion. 

In planning the tellers’ cages, much 
effort had been given to keep them re- 
lated in design to those at the main 
banking office downtown. In other 
words it seemed to be desirable that 
this branch bank, in so far as was reas- 
onably possible, should have a related 
look to its large parent institution in 
the heart of the city. 

The exterior of the building is of 
stone. The northward extension of this 
building was therefore continued in 
stone and the original design was car- 
ried along as well. 


ABOVE—Main Banking Room has Ceil- 
ing of Sound-Absorbing Materials. 


BELOW—The Conference Room is ac- 
cessible from both the Officers’ Space and 
Bank Lobby. It is finished in American 
walnut, 


The large window openings which 
flood the banking room with daylight, 
have been provided with fixed alumi- 
num frames and have been glazed with 
double glass. (Thermopane of the Tole- 
do Plate and Window Glass Co.). Thus 
the building is entirely sealed. Venti- 
lation is mechanical, the air is filtered 
and during warm weather this is cooled. 
The air is at all times thoroughly con- 
ditioned. 

The entrance is thru stainless steel 
doors and into a marble lined vesti- 
bule. From this vestibule we go thru 
an inner pair of stainless steel ves- 
tibule doors and then we reach the 
banking lobby. To the right is a stair- 
way to the basement safe deposit vaults. 
At the left is a marble rail surrounding 
the officers’ quarters. 

Sixteen tellers’ wickets serve the 
needs of the banking customers. The 
floor is of pink Tennessee Marble, the 
walls of Kasota Stone. The wainscots 
and fronts of the tellers’ cages are of 
Red Levanto (Italian) marble. All deal 
plates, counters, hand rests etc. are of 
polished black glass. The check desk 
is entirely constructed of glass. 

The ceiling is built up of sound ab- 
sorbing materials. The panels into 
which it has been broken up are only 
slightly recessed. The receding edges 
have been bound with aluminum peri- 
meter strips. 

Simplicity marks the entire interior. 
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The textures, colors, and surfaces of 
the materials that were used have been 
permitted to play their part to the ut- 
most, in the design of this bank interior. 
A conference room accessible from 
both the officers’ space as well as the 
bank lobby has been provided and fin- 
ished in American walnut. Here again 
the treatment has been kept simple, 
permitting the beautiful color and text- 
ure of the walnut to speak for itself. 


"50th ANNIVERSARY 


JOURNAL" 

The object of the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers Union Local No. 5 of 
Detroit, Michigan, in publishing this 
booklet is to bring to the attention of 
the Architects, Engineers, Contractors 
and the Builders of the vicinity of De- 
troit an Industry recognized specifi- 
cation, the new amended Detroit Build- 
ing Code and the Awards and Juris- 
dictions as awarded by the National 
Jurisdiction Award Board for the Lath- 
ing Trade. 

Also included are some charts, sched- 
ules, layout methods and detail draw- 


ings as adopted and practiced by the 
practical Lather when carrying out 
that portion or part of a building 
known only by the Building Industry 
as Light Iron Furring and Lathing. 

It is the desire to better acquaint 
those most interested with some of the 
more important phases so that a har- 
monious and full understanding can 
be attained of what the Lather means 
to the Building Industry now and in 
the future. 

The Lathers International Union, 
Lathers Building, Cleveland (13), Ohio, 
in their Training Manual for Instruc- 
tion, a booklet obtainable by anyone, 
gives practically every instruction re- 
quired by the trade on related subjects. 
This completed booklet is recommend- 
ei to all concerned for further en- 
lightenment on the subject. With all 
the obscure background, it is essential 
that every favorable opportunity and 
all available knowledge regarding the 
trade be advanced at all times so that 
the Lathing Industry becomes known 
as a very important contribution to the 
essential Building Industry. 
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ADVANCED LIGHTING 


The last word in lighting equipment 
for the modern office, where complete 
illumination is blended skillfully into 
architectural attractiveness, can be 
found in the offices formally opened 
recently by Harlan Electric Company 
on the John C. Lodge Expressway at 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

The lobby and stairway, paneled in 
wormy chestnut, features a huge, two- 
story mural depicting the development 
of electricity since the days of Franklin, 
Faraday and Volta. Fluorescent light- 
ing behind western cedar louvering 
creates a valence around the lobby. 
Mr. Harlan’s office, paneled in walnut, 
uses continuous rows of double 100 
watt fluorescent fixtures mounted be- 
hind western cedar louvers one foot 
square and one foot thick. 

Other offices and the drafting room 
are illuminated by flourescent lamps 
recessed into an acoustical ceiling. 
Curved glass lenses project slightly to 
provide some illumination on the ceil- 
ing. 

George J. Bery is the architect. 


WAR DEPARTMENT— 


(Continued from Page 1) 


various reserve military battalions, 
companies, detachments, and so on re- 
quired by the mobilization plan. With 
these units partially trained and par- 
tially equipped, they can be brought 
to full effectiveness in a fraction of the 
time that would be required to activate 
new units and classify personnel for 
assignment from a huge pool of re- 
servists. 


Chief interest of architects and en- 
gineers naturally centers around the 
reserve activities of the Corps of En- 
gineers, whose program comprises over 
1000 Engineer units ranging in size 
from powerful Engineer Construction 
Groups to highly specialized Engineer 
Model Making Detachments. Nearly 
half of the Engineer units required are 
being established under the Affiliation 
Program launched in May, 1947 by Sec- 
retary of War Patterson. 


The Affiliation Program is an in- 
tegral part of the Organized Reserve 
Program. Affiliated units are sponsored 
by civilian organizations performing 
functions closely allied to the units’ 
projected military assignments; their 
key personnel are normally drawn from 
the employees of the sponsoring or- 
ganization, with civilian occupational 
skills paralleling needed military spe- 
cialties. The concept of building En- 
gineer units around nuclei of trained 
technicians who have worked together 
as teams in comparable civilian jobs 
is a sound one. Reserve units so con- 
stituted can quickly be brought to full 
effectiveness because the technical 
know-how, which requires much longer 
to instill than military efficiency, is 
already developed. 


In implementing its portion of the 
program, the Corps of Engineers is 
signing general contractors to sponsor- 
ship agreements for construction, port 
construction and repair, and airfield 
construction battalions. Municipal fire 
departments are sponsoring firefight- 
ing platoons; municipalities and labor 
locals are sponsoring utilities detach- 
ments; equipment distributors have en- 
gineer depot and maintenance com- 
panies and engineer parts supply pla- 
toons; and manufacturers have heavy 
shop companies and foundry detach- 
ments. Agreements for more than 300 
such Engineer Reserve affiliated units 
have already been signed by civilian 
organizations of industry, labor, and 
Federal, State, and municipal govern- 
ments. A number of these units have 
already been activated. 

The agreements, signed jointly by 
representatives of the sponsoring agen- 
cy and the Department of the Army 
are “mutual expressions of good faith, 
active interest, and confidence only.” 
They may be terminated by either 
party on written notice. The sponsor 
provides key personnel from his own 
organization and undertakes to keep 
his unit at prescribed strength with 
qualified men. Everyone in the reserve 
affiliated unit need not necessarily be 
an employee of the sponsoring agency. 

The unit commanding officer selected 
must be mutually acceptable to the 
sponsor and the Department of the 
Army. All unit officers must hold re- 
serve commissions, and all enlisted men 
must be members of the Organized 
Reserve Corps. Once the unit is activ- 
ated, its commanding officer, super- 
vised and assisted by Regular Army 
reserve instructors, is responsible for 
administration and training—the spon- 
sor being required to do little more 
than provide moral support and main- 


tain interest in keeping the unit at 
strength, 


The extent of training to be con- 
ducted by each unit is incorporated in 
the original sponsorship agreement; it 
may vary from weekly armory-type 
periods, plus 15 days of field training 
annually, to quarterly training with no 
summer field training. Monthly or 
quarterly periods are permitted where 
the civilian occupations of the per- 
sonnel involved are so closely allied 
to the units’ military assignment that 
further training in the primary mis- 
sion is not essential. These periodic 
armory-type training sessions are the 
ones for which one day’s pay is autho- 
rized by the recent legislation. 


The Affiliation Program creates units 
which can accomplish maximum utili- 
zation of our valuable resource of in- 
dividual technical skills. For the re- 
servist with specialized training, it of- 
fers him an opportunity to assure for 
himself an assignment of his own choos- 
ing in event of a war emergency. By 
joining the proper affiliated organiza- 
tion, anyone with technical know-how 
vital to the functioning of a specialized 
unit helps solve in advance the huge 
classification task confronting a mobi- 
lization effort by “pre-classifying” him- 
self, so to speak, to the mutual benefit 
of both the defense effort and his own 
morale. 


Negotiations with potential sponsors 
of Engineer Reserve units are being 
conducted by the various District En- 
gineer Offices, which are the best 
sources of information regarding the 
units being formed or to be formed in 
a particular locality. Senior Instructors 
of the various Military Districts should 
be contacted, however, on matters of 
individual status and assignment in the 
Organized Reserve Corps. 
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| Murray W. Sales & Co. | 
H WHOLESALE H 
! PLUMBING and HEATING SUPPLIES}! 
H Flint — DETROIT — Pontiac H 
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Viking Sprinkler Company 


Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 
Also a Complete Line of Pre-Action Devices 


TE, 1-9604 Detroit | 


Cadillac 4890 


F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION (0. 


l; 
Detroit, Michigen | 


"OVER 65 YEARS'' 


Robert Hutton & Co., Inc. 
ROOFING and SHEET METAL 
CONTRACTORS 


622 FORT ST., E. RAndolph 1073 
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Ownsend 8-668 wnsend 8-6540 


MAURICE V. ROGERS CO. 


GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


12839 Collingwood Ave. Detroit 2, Michig. jan 
CH NÉE 


THE 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
KITCHEN 


WE can render you complete 
planning service on the G-E 
Electric Kitchen. It's gleaming 
beauty may include the Electric 
Sink and Disposall and Dishwash- 
er, Space Saving Refrigerator, 
Range with Calrod units, Sturdy 
Steel Cabinets, and even the 
All-Automatic Washer — ALL 
GENERAL ELECTRIC. 


Call MAdison 9400 
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ARCHITECTS—JOIN THE E.S.D. 


Undoubtedly, it can be said without 
exaggeration that The Engineering So- 
ciety of Detroit is the leading organi- 
zation of its kind in the country. It 
has much to offer its members. 

The Detroit Chapter of The Amer- 
ican Institute of Architects takes this 
opportunity to recommend that its 
members join E.S.D. Membership is 
by individuals and not by organiza- 
tions. There is an Affiliate Council 
composed of representatives of various 
technical groups, having 15% of their 
members as individual members of 
E.S.D. Such groups, including our own, 
have the privilege of using the facil- 
ities of the Rackham Building for their 
meetings. This is a distinct advantage, 
and one that should be maintained. 

“At present our percentage of mem- 
bership in E.S.D. is close to the mini- 
mum, hence the Chapter’s interest in 
having more architects join E.S.D. 

Corporate members of the Chapter 
are eligible for membership. Applica- 
tion blanks can be obtained from the 
office of the Weekly Bulletin or from 


Detroit Fuel & Supply Co. 


Complete Builders’ Supplies & Lumber 
Producers of Own Concrete & Cinder Block 


5625 East Davison Ave., Detroit 12 
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NELSON COMPANY 


Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning Supplies 
WHOLESALE 


Main Office and Display Room 
2604 FOURTH AVE. Phone RA. 4162 
Royal Oak — Grosse Pointe — Ann Arbor 
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HANLEY COMPANY 


E. F. ZERGA, Mar. 


ERAMIC GLAZED UNGLAZED FACING TILE 
BRICK FLOOR TILE CERAMIC GLAZED TILE 
FACE BRICK FLOOR BRICK ACID BRICK 


14545 Schaefer VE. 7-3200 Detroit 27, Mich. 


Parmann 


Darin & Armstrong 
INCORPORATED 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

2011 FENKELL AVENUE DETROIT 


Creer 


JOHN H. FREEMAN 


FINISH HARDWARE 


Architects Bldg. — Detroit 1 


Phone 
TEmple 1-6760 


Members American Society Architectural 


Hardware Consultants 


General Electric 


680 ANTOINETTE 


Supply Corporation 


DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 


FACE BRICK, GLAZED BRICK, GLAZED AND 


For Hardening and Waterproofing Concrete 
1800—I8th St. at Vernor Hwy. 


TNS UTS ULL € LL LLL CETTE UT 


Walter J ewanski 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Commercial and Industrial Construction 
Plant Maintenance 


3545 East 7 Mile Road 
Detroit 12, 


TW. 1-3057 


EMMIS MMs MMU SL ULES 


Ad. erlisers 


i Dn tronize Bu Metin 


LA 

e BLUEPRINTS (Nu-Blue) 

+ PHOTOSTATS (Sharp) 
+ PHOTOGRAPHIC MURALS 

ENLARGEMENTS + TONING 


MOUNTING 


Snappy Delivery Seruteel 


CALL FOR OUR SALESMAN 


THE MULTI-COLOR COMPANY 


629 WOODWARD 126 DELAWARE 
CA 0666 MA 0780 


FREDERIC 8. STEVENS INCORPORATED 


UNGLAZED TILE, FLOOR TILE — ANTI-HYDRO 


TA. 5-0725 


GLASS BLOCK for 


Critical materials are not required 
to erect glass block panels in that 
new plant addition—or in replac- 
ing wornout sash in existing build- 
ings. Get Insulux Glass Block — 
without delay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


VA. 2-4940 
DETROIT 


YOUR PLANT- Now! 


2570 HART AVENUE 
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MICI HIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


BUILDERS' & TRADERS' 1948 
BUYERS GUIDE CHANGES 


NEW MEMBERS 


Barton, Co., Glen D., 
Ave., 27, VE. 6-6100. 
Beasley & Son, W. H., 1425 Massachu- 
setts St., Lansing, Mich. 4-0064. 
Bratt, Hero D., #3 Federal Square 
Bldg., Grand Rapids, 2, Mich., § 2 
Byrne Co., The., 16632 Harper Ave., 
24, TU. 5-3014. 
Daly, Lloyd F., 244 Goff Bldg., Sagi- 
naw, Mich., 6400. 
Fogo Electric Co., 23058 Crossley, Hazel 
Park, Mich, JO. 4-6716. 
Insul Wool Insulation Co., 
Ave., 14, Valley 2-9534. 
Morris & Son, William, 
St., Ionia, Mich. 
Osberger Co., T. L., 
TR. 3-6220. 
Walsh, John J., 
27, VE. 6-1368. 


15001 Fullerton 


559 Lycaste 


117 N. Depot 
5735 Cass Ave., 2 


16600 Ardmore Ave., 


Wiesehahn Company, 439 Penobscot 
Bldg., RA. 5500. 

Wright, H. C., 6812 W. Warren Ave., 
10, 7. 4-0611. 

Lerner-Linden Const. Co., 9940 Rose- 
lawn Ave., Webster 3-5718-9 (123). 

McNamara, George Q., Inc., Woodward 
2-8683 (9-62-82-107-129-219-299) 


Mickelsen, Mor 21470 Coolidge Hwy., 
19, Jordan 4-5873 (292B). 


SPENCER, JR. JOINS FATHER 


Association of William G. Spencer 
with the W. J. Spencer Company, 
Michigan dealer of Stromberg Time 
Corporation’s products, was announced 
by his father, W. J. Spencer. 

A native Detroiter and graduate of 
Missouri Military Academy, he served 
4 years in the Army, finishing up in 
Berlin with the Criminal Investigation 
Department. 

He will take over the handling of 
sales of certain models of Stromberg 
electrically - operated time recorders 
and time stamps. 
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Daelyte Service 
Company 


Painting Contractors 


ie 


TT STULL LLL 


Window Cleaning Building Cleaning 
Cement Finishing Concrete Restoration 
Waterproofing Tuck Pointing 


300 Riopelle CA. 4131 
Detroit 7, Mich. 
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e SHEET METAL 
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Wolverine Stone Company 


NATURAL STONE FOR 
ALL BUILDING PURPOSES 


14290 Meyers Road Detroit 27, Michigan 
Telephone: HOgarth 4295 
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GEORGE A. ODIEN, INC. 


UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION 
TYler 4-0100 
1935 McGRAW AVE. 


DETROIT 


ermanence use . . 


Century Brick Company | 


PERMA-COLOR FACE BRICK 


UNiversity 1-8200 
4900 Linwood Ave. 


or Beauty and 


Detroit 21, Mich 


0. W. BURKE CO. 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


FISHER BUILDING 


MAdison 0810 Detroit, Mich. 
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» Toledo Plate & 
Window Glass Co. 


Glass Jobbers & Glazing 
Contractors 


Distributors of 
WEAVER-WALL Asphalt Shingles 
and 
ASBESTOS LTD. Asbestos Siding 
WAREHOUSES 
Grand Rapids Cleveland 


Detroit Toledo 


Plasti-Glaze, the Post- 
à War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify. Made 
M from bodied olls and 
special pigments 
Weatherometer tests 
prove that Platti-Glaze 
when properly applied 
and maintained will 
last as long as the 
sash. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
easy to apply, easy to 
5 remove. 
FOR LONG LIFE, WEATHER AND AIR-TIGHT 


GLAZING USE AMERICA'S LEADING GLAZ- 
ING COMPOUND — PLASTI-GLAZE. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. mO 


GETROIT +++ CHICAGO "+ YERBET CITY 


HOgarth 7494 


e VENTILATING 


e AIR CONDITIONING 


M. DEN BRAVEN CO. 


9080 ALPINE AVENUE 
DETROIT 4, MICHIGAN 


